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8.2

INTRODUCTION

This Section is an integral part of the Specific Plan.
The defined terms are part of the description of development standards that are mandatory, unless otherwise noted.
8.2

GLOSSARY DEFINITIONS

Affordable Housing: Refers to moderate income,
low-income and very-low income housing.
Alleys: Streets, a minimum of 20’ wide, which are
constructed by Builder/Developers to provide service access and access to garages, carports or open
parking spaces from the rear of residential lots. Alleys allow street frontages in residential Planning Districts without garages or driveways. Also known as
lanes.
Allowed Use: A particular purpose or usage allowed
within a land use type. For example banks, hotels,
and restaurants are allowed uses within the Commercial: Regional Convention/Hotel land use. Allowed uses for each Planning District are shown in
Section 2. Distinguished from Permitted Use and
Specially Permitted Use.
Backbone: The term “backbone” refers to streets
and associated utilities and landscaping in the public
right-of-way which are constructed by the Master
Developer. Streets with related utilities and landscaping other than the “backbone” streets are the responsibility of the Builder/Developer.
Builder/Developer: The entity responsible for planning and constructing new residential, commercial
and/or institutional projects in specific Planning Districts of RiverPark. A Builder/Developer may be an
individual, a for-profit business such as a corporation or partnership, or a non-profit builder and/or developer. Distinguished from Master Developer.
Building Type: The basic unit of commercial development. Each building type has associated development requirements such as lot dimensions,
building envelope, building orientation and use, service requirements and parking requirements. The
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RiverPark Specific Plan defines Commercial Building Types in Section 3. The location of these building types is defined in the residential and commercial regulatory plans in these sections.
By-Right Land Uses: Uses (also termed “Permitted” land uses) which are permitted or entitled by
the Specific Plan and may be approved by the Development Services Director/Planning Manager without review by the City of Oxnard Planning Commission and without the need for a Special Use Permit.
Commercial Uses: Retail, hotel, convention, entertainment and office uses.
DAC: Acronym for the City of Oxnard Development Advisory Committee.
Design Review Process: The process by which the
Builder/Developer submits the proposed development to the Master Developer and Town Master
Planner/Architect for review and recommendation
regarding the development’s compliance with the
Specific Plan vision, standards and guidelines. The
Design Review Process is part of the Project Review and Approval Process defined in Section 7.
Development Parcel: A parcel of land sold to an
individual Builder/Developer for development of an
approved project. Distinguished from a lot (see definition in this Section) and from public land such as
parks and circulation corridors.
Directional Signage: Signage within public rightsof way or the internal pedestrian or vehicular circulation paths which assist motorists and pedestrians
in locating a particular destination.
Director: Refers to the Development Services Director/Planning Manager.
Dooryard: A yard between the street and a building, raised at least 18 inches above the grade of the
sidewalk, adjacent to, or bounded by, a garden wall
between 18 inches and 24 inches in height built on
the frontage line(s).
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Dwelling (or Residence): Premises used primarily
for human habitation. Units shall not be less than
450 square feet in net area.

Frontage Line: The property line of a lot fronting a
street or the boundary of an open space, such as a
park, as designated on a regulating plan.

Dwelling: Live/Work Unit: A townhouse with the
first story available as a commercial space, either
independently of, or in conjunction with, the residential unit above.

Front Lit Lettering: Fabricated letter form lighted
by light fixtures mounted on the façade.

Dwelling: Multi-Family: A building accommodating multiple dwelling units disposed above and beside each other, sharing a common entry.
Dwelling: Townhouse: A building with two or more
single-family units located side by side, with common walls on the side lot lines, the façades reading
continuously.
Dwelling: Second Unit (or Outbuilding, Accessory Building, Ancillary Building, Backyard
Cottage, Garage Apartment, or Granny Flat): A
secondary building associated with a principal building by ownership and shared lot. An outbuilding may
be rented out but not sold separately. It is usually
disposed adjacent to the rear lot line, and it is subject
to specific limits of size and use to prevent overloading of the infrastructure. Typical limits are two
stories with a maximum lot coverage of 450 sq. ft.
(which is approximately the footprint of two cars
within a garage below). Second units are often rented
to single occupants. Those are typically students,
teachers, policemen, clerks or other people who can’t
generally afford a single-family house. Sometimes,
members of the family that occupies the house may
live there such as the grandfather, the mother-inlaw, or the grown-up child.
Dwelling: Single-Family: A residence intended for
the use of a single family.
EIR: Acronym for Environmental Impact Report.
Entitled or Entitlement: Permission to develop land
uses according to the Specific Plan requirements.
Exterior Lighting: That lighting originating from
fixtures located in public or private areas of RiverPark which can be seen from public spaces.
Facade: The vertical surface or surfaces of a building that is set parallel to a frontage line.
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Front Porch: A roofed structure that is not enclosed,
attached to the façade of a building.
Garage: A fully enclosed parking space on a residential parcel.
General Plan, 2020 General Plan: Refers to the
City of Oxnard 2020 General Plan, with which the
RiverPark Specific Plan must be consistent. The
General Plan establishes the basic land uses and development intensities for the entire City of Oxnard,
including RiverPark.
Gross Acreage: The site area measured between the
center lines of bounding streets of a site. Where the
site does not have a bounding street on one or more
sides, the measurement is from the property line. See
also Net Acreage.
Guidelines: Regulations governing development
within the RiverPark Specific Plan Area that are recommended but not required.
Halo Lit Lettering: Opaque, fabricated metal letter
form with internal luminous tubing, mounted a few
inches off face of building. Illumination falls only
on building surface immediately adjacent to letter,
creating a halo effect.
Height: A limit to the vertical extent of a building
that is measured in number of stories or feet. Height
limits do not apply to masts, belfries, clock towers,
chimney flues, water tanks, elevator bulkheads, and
similar structures, which may be of any height approved by the DAC.
Home Occupation: Residential premises used for
the transaction of business or the supply of professional services. Home occupation shall be limited to
the following: agent, architect, artist, broker, consultant, dentist, doctor, draftsman, dressmaker, engineer,
interior decorator, lawyer, notary public, teacher, or
other similar occupations, as determined by the DAC.
Such use shall not simultaneously employ more than
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two persons. The total gross area of the home occupation use shall not exceed 25 percent of the gross
square footage of the residential unit.
Identification Signage: Signage that contains the
name of a specific built facility, such as a retail structure or a school.
Independent Building: A building having no interior passage to an adjacent building. Independent
buildings, even if by the same developer or owner,
must be architecturally distinct if they are on adjacent lots.
Landscape Standards: The standards contained in
Section 5 of the Specific Plan.
Land Use Type: Basic land use categories as defined in Section 2, such as Commercial and Residential.
Lanes or Lane Streets: See Alleys
Live/Work Unit: A building type as defined in Section 2 which allows retail or commercial use on the
ground floor of a residential unit in residential neighborhoods. The ground floor of such a unit is often
used for a home business, as an artist studio or a
workshop. Refer to Section 4.
Lot: The individual land area on which a single family detached unit is located.
Major Deviation: A deviation from numerical standards of the Specific Plan by more than 15%.
Master Developer: The Specific Plan requires that a
Master Developer entity (or two Master Developers, one for residential and one for commercial development) assume the primary responsibility for
implementing the project according to and in conformance with the design intent of the Specific Plan
and related documents until all development parcels
are built out.
The Specific Plan requires that, following adoption
of the Specific Plan, Master Developer responsibilities include, but are not limited to: installing backbone road and utilities infrastructure, providing public open space, selecting Builder/Developers, monitoring the allocation and maximum number of units
within and among Planning Districts, and monitoring
the total number of dwelling units to assure that they
R I V E R PA R K
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do not exceed the maximum of 2,805 established by
the Specific Plan.
Minor Deviation: A deviation from numerical standards of the Specific Plan up to 15%.
Multi-Family: Dwelling units grouped within a
building and sharing a street entrance with other
dwelling units. Maximum density is 20 d.u. per acre.
Net Acreage: The area of a site within its property
lines. Distinguished from Gross Acreage.
Paseo: An outdoor, uncovered pedestrian walkway
in commercial and residential areas which lead from
the rear to the front of the property. This walkway is
attractively landscaped, hardscaped and lighted in a
manner to maximize safety and security as well as
to encourage pedestrian use.
Pedestrian Lighting: Lighting primarily designed
to illuminate pedestrian pathways including sidewalks. Distinguished from street lighting that is primarily designed to illuminate streets.
Permitted (or By-Right) Uses: Specific Plan land
uses which require review and approval by the Development Services Manager/Planning Manager.
Distinguished from “Specially Permitted” land uses
which require review and approval by the Oxnard
Planning Commission and a Special Use Permit.
Planning Commission: The City of Oxnard Planning Commission.
Planning District: One of thirteen designated areas
of the RiverPark Specific Plan, labeled “A” through
“M.” Each Planning District has distinct land uses,
environmental character and development requirements. Planning District boundaries and characteristics are defined in Section 2.
Private Street: A street, as distinguished from a lane
or alley, which is located within a development provided by a Builder/Developer on private land. A private street is generally used for on-site circulation.
Product Type: The basic unit of residential development. Each product type has associated development requirements such as lot dimensions, building
envelope, building orientation and use, service requirements and parking requirements. The RiverPark Specific Plan defines residential product types
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in Section 4. The location of these product types is
defined in the residential regulatory plans in Section
4.
Project: The construction, addition or structural alteration of commercial, residential or institutional
buildings and related facilities, or a change of use,
within the Specific Plan Area by a Builder/Developer.
Refers to specific development projects on parcels
within RiverPark, as distinguished from RiverPark
as a whole. A project does not include permits for
electrical, mechanical, plumbing, demolition or similar permits; certain fences or walls, signs, minor grading permits, reconstruction of a building damaged
or destroyed by fire, flood, wind, earthquake or other
calamity or act of nature or the public enemy, and
any construction for which a building permit is required in order to comply with a public safety order.
The term sometimes refers to RiverPark as a whole.
Context should indicate which meaning is intended.
Project Plan: The design for each project which is
submitted to the City of Oxnard by a Builder/Developer during the Project Review and Approval
Process.
Project Review and Approval Process: The Process
defined in Section 7 by which a Builder/Developer
obtains from the City the permits required to construct a development project. This process includes
review by the Master Developer and the City for
conformance of the Project Plan of each development with the Specific Plan and related documents.
Public Realm; Public Open Spaces: Areas of
RiverPark other than those sold to Builders/Developers for private development. These include all
landscaped open spaces, parks, circulation corridors
for motor vehicles, pedestrians, and bicycles (public rights-of-way), storm water and water runoff control facilities. The setback areas of private development parcels between the building and public access street are also considered part of the public
realm. See also “Street Space.”
Public Right-of-Way: Areas within RiverPark designated for pedestrian and/or vehicular circulation
with associated utilities and streetscape improveR I V E R PA R K
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ments. This land cannot be sold to Builders/Developers.
Regulations: Generic term for rules governing development in all public and private areas of the RiverPark Specific Plan Area. Includes guidelines and
standards.
Residential: Premises used primarily for human
habitation. Units shall not be less than 450 square
feet in net area.
Residential: Low-Medium: A land use category allowing dwellings at 8-12 dwelling units per gross acre.
Permitted building types are single-family detached.
Residential: Medium: A land use category allowing dwellings at 12-18 dwelling units per gross acre.
Permitted building types are single-family and multifamily attached or detached.
Residential: High: A land use category allowing
dwellings at 18-30 dwelling units per gross acre. Permitted building types are single-family and multi-family attached or detached.
Residential Uses: Refers to the residential land use
categories: Residential: Low-Medium (Single-Family); Residential: Medium (Townhouses); and Residential: High (Multi-Family Residential).
RiverPark “A”: RiverPark “A” consists of all of the
Specific Plan area south of Garonne Street. This
area includes commercial, office, hotel/convention
and residential uses.
RiverPark “B”: RiverPark “B” refers to the Specific Plan area north of Garonne Street. This area is
devoted primarily to residential communities with
parks, schools and water control facilities including
water storage recharge basins.
Setback: The mandatory distance between the frontage line and a façade. This area must be left free of
structures that are higher than 3 feet, excluding street
walls, except as noted in Specific Regulations.
Shared Parking: Any parking space assigned to
more than one use, where persons utilizing the spaces
are unlikely to need the spaces at the same time of
day.
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Signage Band: Constant horizontal band or fascia
area of a façade, within which lettering must be
placed.
Sign Area: The area of a courtyard wall or building
wall sign shall be the area enclosed by the shortest
line drawn to include all letters and logos, including
all intervening space. The area of a freestanding
monument sign shall be the area of the monument
wall, excluding any base element designed to be
obscured by plantings. The area of a projecting sign
shall be the area of the sign panel, excluding architectural supporting brackets or hangers.
Single-Family Dwelling: A detached dwelling unit
serving a single family. Second units, or “granny
flats,” are also allowed above garages on single-family lots.
Specially Permitted Use: Land uses that are incorporated in the Specific Plan but require a Special
Use Permit granted by the City of Oxnard Planning
Commission.
Special Use Permit: The permit granted by the City
of Oxnard Planning Commission which is required
in order to develop a Specially Permitted Use within
RiverPark.
Specific Plan: The RiverPark Specific Plan.
Specific Plan Area: The land area within which the
RiverPark Specific Plan applies. Boundaries of the
Specific Plan Area are indicated on most Specific
Plan plan view exhibits.
Standard: A mandatory requirement of the Specific
Plan. Required land uses, densities and building types
are examples of standards.
Story: A habitable floor level within a building. Individual spaces, such as lobbies and foyers, may exceed one story in height.
Street Lighting: Lighting placed adjacent to public
streets intended to primarily illuminate the street, as
distinguished from pedestrian lighting.
Street Space: The public space between opposing
setback lines and occupied by street, sidewalks and
related landscaping. A street space functions not only
as a circulation corridor, but as a “public room” or
R I V E R PA R K
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“public realm” which supports and is a setting for
personal, interpersonal and community activities.
Street Wall: An opaque freestanding wall built on
the required setback line with the purpose of masking parking from the street. Street walls shall be between four and five feet in height. They shall be
constructed of material matching the adjacent building, or may be a continuous, maintained hedge of
the stated height. Street walls may have openings to
allow automobile access and shall have openings for
pedestrian access, which may be gated.
Sub-Area: A portion of a Planning District within
which a specific land use or combination of uses is
designated.
Temporary Signage: Any signs, banners, pennants,
valances, or advertising displays used for marketing
purposes for a limited period of time.
Townhouse: A single-family dwelling unit attached
to one or more other single-family dwelling units,
providing only one such dwelling unit is located on
a lot.
Town Master Planner/Architect (TMP) A design
professional consultant responsible for advising the
Master Developer regarding the conformance of individual project plans prepared by Builder/Developers with the vision, standards and guidelines of the
Specific Plan and related documents. The TMP prepares a recommendation to the City indicating that a
project plan is in conformance, or identifying those
changes to the project plan which are necessary to
bring it into conformance. The TMP is also responsible for preparing the four Detailed Design Guideline Documents.
Transition Line: A horizontal line, the full width of
a façade expressed by a material change or by a
continuous balcony, setback or projection no more
than three feet in depth.
Unit, or Residential Unit: A single dwelling unit,
whether a single-family, detached dwelling, or a townhouse or apartment aggregated into a multi-family
building containing multiple units.
US Route 101 Freeway: Interchangeable with the
term “Ventura Freeway.”
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Ventura Freeway: Interchangeable with the term
“US Route 101 Freeway.”
Vertical Mixed-Use: A land use overlay which allows retail or commercial uses on the ground level
and residential uses above.
Vision or Specific Plan Vision: The basic and integrated set of intentions underlying the design of the
Specific Plan as a whole, and of the Plans’ standard
and guidelines. The basic Standard to which each
project plan must conform. The vision is described
in a document separate and not a part of the approved Specific Plan.
Wayfinding Signage: A general term referring to
an individual sign, or a system of signs, which assists people in locating, identifying and traveling to
destinations within RiverPark.
Zoning Code: The Zoning Ordinance of the City of
Oxnard.

R I V E R PA R K
August 27, 2002

S P E C I F I C

P L A N

prepared for RiverPark Development, LLC by

AC Martin Partners with

RTKL / EDSA / CRAIN AND ASSOCIATES / WILLIAM HEZMALHALCH ARCHITECTS / HUITT-ZOLLARS

